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Is there Zakah upon the one who has £800 but is not working?

) Jguury (e puadly Bolually dishael!
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: If Zayd has £800 pounds and is not working, is Zakah wajib upon him?

Questioner: A brother from England.
ANSWER:
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If someone has the equivalent currency of 52.5 Tolas of silver (approximately
612.15 grams) in value, which, according to present day calculations, accumulates
to £243.69 [October 2018] and this amount excludes his basic needs, then he will
possess the threshold (i.e. becomes the owner of nisab), and when a complete [lunar]
year passes whilst it being in his possession, then Zakah will be wajib upon him,
even if he does not have a job, because pounds is a currency which is being
operated (used - meaning it is in usage) in this current moment time i.e. it is a
common currency which is in circulation, and so when its value equals to the
amount of silver required (for Zakah) then this will make one the owner of nisab.

Just as it is stated in Bahar-e-SharTat, that when money is used in society as
common currency and is in circulation, and it is equal to the value of two hundred
Dirhams of silver (52.5 Tolas) or 20 Mithqgals of gold [7.5 Tolas], then its Zakah is
wajib, even if it is not for trade purposes. Alternatively, if that currency is redundant
(i.e. not in use anymore), then unless it is not used for trade purposes, Zakah on it
is not wajib. [Fatawa Qarn al-Hidayah]. Zakah on notes is also wajib, for as long as
they are common and in circulation, as this is also regarded as ‘Thaman Istilaht!
[i.e. that which the word ‘payment’ is applicable to], and the ruling is the same as
any (other) money (i.e. coins).

[Bahar-e-Shart’at, vol 1, part 5 pg 905]

! There are two types of thaman (payment):

1) Haqiqr - Former payment which consisted of gold or silver, for example, if 5g of gold is
worth £1, thus a £1 coin would be made of 5g of gold (this is why previously money
only used to be in the form of coins and would be weighed using a scale).

2) Istilaht - Payment which is not made from gold or silver, rather it is made from any
material and is given a certain value; this applies to coins as well as notes, cheques,
etc. So though this is not the traditional method of payment i.e. gold or silver, it is still a
form of payment and regarded as so.



Furthermore, one not working does not stop Zakah becoming necessary upon someome,
as it is from the conditions for Zakah becoming necessary that one becomes the owner of
nisab (as explained above).

Just as ‘Allamah abu al-Barakat ‘Abdullah bin Ahmad Nasafi, may Allah shower endless
mercies upon him, stated,
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“The conditions which necessitate Zakah are: Being sane, being mature, being a
Muslim, being free [i.e. not being a slave] and being the owner of nisab [for such a
complete year] in which one is free from any debts - the nisab must be free from
one's general necessities [of living] and the wealth must be namt (i.e. the potential
of growth/increase), even if that wealth is assumed to have the potential to
grow/increase.”

[Kanz al-Daga’iq & Bahr al-R&'iq, vol 2, pg 353-355]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Bilal Shabir



